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A study circle is a small group of people who meet multiple times to discuss an issue. Study circles may be formed to discuss anything from politics to
religion to hobbies. They are differentiated from clubs by their focus on exploring an issue or topic rather than on activities or socializing. When they

emerged in the early twentieth century they were based on a democratic approach to self-education and were often linked to social movements concerned
with temperance or working class emancipation ']

Basics [edit)

Study circles are typically created by persons who discover a common interest; other study circles may be created to analyze and find solutions to social,
political, or community problems.




HISTORY émfd;u:gg;&‘ff/dw

History and evolution [edit)

In the early 19th century, Danish Lutheran pastor N. F. S. Grundtvig envisioned folk high schools that rapidly spread through Scandinavia and Central
Europe.l*l Forms of informal education such as folk high schools and popular lectures (such as Chautauqua) helped inspire the development of study
circles in Sweden in the late 19th and early 20th centuries as a part of the activities in popular movements, such as the temperance and the workers'
movements.[*I5] Oscar Olsson was a prominent Swedish proponent of study circles.[5] Since these movements' participants were working class or small
farmers the study circles were important in relation to these classes' growing political power in the early 20th century.”*) The issues that were studied were
already from the early period broad—they could be as well political and social issues as literature or even school topics.!']

In Sweden today study circles are a mass phenomenon and have broad national s.upp:::rt.[”:8 Around 300,000 study circles have been reported each year
since the 1970s.[118 National educational associations receive annual subsidies from the national government and work with folk high schools
(folkhégskolor), university short courses, correspondence study and distance learning, allowing citizens to understand and participate more fully in their
communities and nation.[125-34 The Swedish study circle model was successfully transplanted into American culture, most notably in the National Issues
Forums (sponsored by the Domestic Policy Association in Dayton, Ohio) and the Bricklayers and Allied Craftsmen's Study Circle Program which began in
1986.15]

Narodnaya Volya ("People's Will"), a Russian revolutionary populist organisation, made extensive use of study circles in the 1870s.l”! The concept was
taken up by the Georgian Social Democrat group Mesame Dasi ("Third Group") in the 1830s.18] A youthful Joseph Stalin was involved in leading some of
these ]

Study circles have been employed as a change process and development activity within corporations.['%) Some of the same ideas and concepts of
community study circles can be applied to internal issues such as diversity and race relations.['"]

Study circles have been used extensively in Australia for some years to engage citizens in issues as diverse as reconciliation between Indigenous and

12]]

non-Indigenous Australians,''?1l'3 and tackling environmental disasters like blue-green algae in the nation's river systems.!'*! Around 2010, the Australian

Study Circles Network was developed as a central resource for study circle practitioners in Australia.l!"]
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When he looks upon your Faith, his love is chilled (and shrinks) from professing it.”
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Story of the harsh-voiced muezzin who called (the Moslems) to prayer in the land of the
infidels and to whom a certain infidel offered presents.
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| knew no remedy for it until this muezzin chanted the adhan (call to prayer).
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(Then) my daughter said, ‘What is this detestable noise? It grates on my ear.

—_

Never in all my life have | heard such a harsh voice in this Christian convent and church.’
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Her sister said to her, ‘This chant, namely the adhan, gives (the Moslems) notice (of prayer-time)
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She would not believe it, and asked some one else: that person too said, ‘Yes, (it is true), O father’’
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When she became sure (of this), her face turned pale and her heart grew cold (averse) to Islam.
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| was delivered from anxiety and torment: last night | slept sound in a peaceful sleep.
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This was the pleasure (that came) to me from his voice: in gratitude | bring (these) gifts: where is
the man?”
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/ : the ability, in each case, to see all .)/
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The Three Rletorical Appeals
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warming storios. facts. reasonable customer roviows.
personal expoerionces. arguments. logical ' colobrity
humorous jokes. pitiful organization of ‘endorsements.
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